Antitrust 


Probe Set 



Waghinvton Post Staff Writer 


The Federal Trade Commis- 1 
sion has authorized an investi- 
gation to determine whether a 
Washington radio station's 
move to an all-eiews program- 
ming format violates U.S. anti- 
trust laws. 

The apparently unprece- 
dented investigation of station 
WTOP’s new programming 
schedule was initiated by a 3- 
to-2 vote of the Commission 
last Wednesday. 

The FTC acted on a com- 
plaint filed a month ago by 
owners of an Arlington sta- 
tion, WAVA, which uses a con- 
tinuous-news format. 

WAVA, the sole all-news sta- 
tion currently operating in the 
Washington area, contended 
that WTOP's plan to begin 
all-news programming on 
Monday would create an ex- 
cessive concentration of power 
because of WTOP’s affiliation 
with other news media. 

Post Subsidiary 

WTOP radio, AM and FM, 
and WTOP-TV, are owned by 
Post-Newsweek Stations, Inc., 
a subsidiary of The Washing- 
ton Post Co., which publishes 
The Washington Post and 
Newsweek magazine. Larry H. 
Israel, chairman of Post-News- 
week Stations, declined to 
comment on the WAVA com- 
plaint. 

The complaint to the FTC 
has been supported by Rep. 
Joel T. Broyhill (R-Va.), who 
charged that the Arlington 
station would be forced “into 
competition with a conglomer- 
ate broadcaster which will 
inevitably result in its fail- 
ure.” 

An FTC source said the in- 
vestigation was authorized at 
the request of the staff, 
headed by Rufus Wilson, chief 
of the General Trade Re- 
•traint Division. 

Wilson said yesterday, 


There is a little concern over 
. . . WTOP going into this all- 
news business. 


“We’ll look at the potential 
of the advent of WTOP into 
this field — is it going to 
knock out all competition, or 
will dt be a barrier to a new 
entrant? Would a new station 

t0 try this field, with 
WTOP and the Post and News- 
week and all?” 

wJk> ^ as been with 
the FTC since 1939, said it was 
the first time to his knowledge 
that the PTC ever has investi- 
gated a news medium because 
of its programming practice. 

But the Commission has in- 
vestigated a number of news- 
paper and television cases in 
which ownership 0 f several 
media may have been in re- 
straint of trade, Wilson said. 

Another FTC source said 
there was disagreement 
among the commissioners over 
whether the FTC has author- 
ity to make an antitrust inves- 
tigation on the basis of a sta- 
tion’s programming schedule. 

The source said that Chair- 
man Paul Ramd Dixon and 
members A. Everette Mac- 
Intyre and M. Gardiner Jones 
voted to authorize the investi- 
gation. The two members vot- 
ing against it were Philip 
Elman and James M. Nichol- 
son. 


